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Can’t wait to move in? Get started now!
Meet your House Fellow— 

photos and welcome letters are posted online.  
Find out more about your hall and the additional  

residence hall class sections available to you!
www.housing.wisc.edu/sneakprev iew

Sneak Preview

Exploring International Films

Thursdays, 4:00 - 5:00 pm, Rubén Medina
Integrated Liberal Studies 198  
Section 8; Class 33572

In this course we will watch and discuss films from many areas 
of the world, both classic and current, and all selected by you. 
We will explore diverse approaches within the scope of cultural 
studies, including questions of spectatorship and film genres, as well as topics on 
colonialism, globalization, social marginalization, violence, sexuality, masculin-
ity, urbanization, and identity.

Reporting the Middle East—A Comparative 
Look at Middle Eastern and U.S. Media 
Coverage of On-Going Major Events
Tuesdays, 4:30 - 5:30 pm, Jennifer Loewenstein
Integrated Liberal Studies 198  
Section 6; Class 33570

For my fall ILC class I’d like to take a look at how the major, 
English language news media in the Middle East report on key events compared to 
the US. We will be examining four topics in particular: 1) the US-Iranian relation-
ship, 2) continued US occupation of Iraq, 3) stalemate and Islamism in Lebanon, 
and 4) Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The course will require weekly readings from 
one or two of the following sources: Al-Ahram (Egypt), The Daily Star (Lebanon), 
Haaretz (Israel), Islamic Republic News (Iran), and others as they suit.

Know UW-Madison faculty on a 
personal basis

All students in the ILC take a small, 
seminar course on global issues 
with a professor in the ILC program 
both semesters of their first-year 
on campus. This is a great oppor-
tunity for new students to really 
get to know a professor on cam-
pus, have the opportunity to learn 
about other cultures, and meet 
people who, like you, are inquisi-
tive, concerned, and curious about 

what lies beyond their own cultural horizons. 

Far too many students go through UW–Madison with-
out ever knowing their teachers except as distant 
figures at the far end of a lecture hall. We know it’s 
a little scary having a conversation with a profes-
sor...but the ILC helps make this a lot easier, and we 
promise that if you make the effort you’ll discover 
all sorts of unexpected benefits that will increase 
your success and enjoyment at UW-Madison. 

A team of ILC Faculty Fellows teaches a special one 
credit, pass/fail course on site for ILC residents. Top-
ics covered in the course have varied from culture, to 
politics, to international cooking, to music and film, 
depending on the interest of students. 

In addition, bi-weekly faculty/student dinners (called 
the ILC Roundtables) are part of the ILC course. Most 
dinners have a guest speaker who presents a topic for 
discussion at your table. The ILC Roundtables provide 
a great forum for students to get to know faculty and 
other ILC students in an informal setting. 

Enhance your foreign  
language skills
Within the ILC, a cluster of rooms is devoted to 
language immersion. The ILC currently houses six 
of these language immersion programs: Stockwerk 
Deutsch (German), Residencia de Estudiantes (Span-
ish), Nihongo Hausu (Japanese), Piazza Italia (Italian), 
Baytunaa (Arabic), and Norden (Scandinavian). Resi-
dents in the language programs eat together several 
times per week and participate in additional program-
ming through 
their respec-
tive academic 
departments. 

Each program 
has a gradu-
ate student 
serving as the 
Language Pro-
gram Coordi-
nator, whose 
job is to help 
you improve 
language profi-
ciency through 
tutoring and 
planning pro-
grams and 
events. These 
activities and 
daily practice 
of the language 
are designed to 
prepare you for 
future travel 
and study abroad, or to help you re-enter from a 
study-abroad experience.

Buddhist monk Geshe Sopa and  
ILC faculty fellow Joe Elder 
at an ILC Roundtable dinner

A Japanese language program 
dinner at Frank’s Place

Integrated Liberal Studies (ILS) 198 is a special one 
credit pass/fail course that is required for all ILC 
students. This course is required for ILC residents in 
the fall and in the spring. It is designed to provide 
students with a unique opportunity to connect with 
each other and with outstanding faculty from across 
campus. All ILS 198 course sections are taught in the 
Richardson basement den in Adams Hall (unless oth-
erwise noted.)  Students in a language program (Ger-
man, Italian, Spanish, Japanese, Arabic, and Nordic) 
should take the course section taught in their pro-
gram language. Students in the Wisconsin Scholars 
program should take the course section affiliated 

ILS 198: The ILC Roundtable

ILC students enjoy sno-cones during a  
Wisconsin Welcome Week event

Roundtable Topics  
To Be Decided  
By Participants 
Mondays, 5:00 - 6:00 pm, Joe Elder
Integrated Liberal Studies 198  
Section 4; Class 33568	

Joe Elder's interests are varied and widespread. He teaches 
in three departments (Sociology, Languages and Cultures 
of Asia, and Integrated Liberal Studies). He has produced 
more than 20 documentary films—mostly about India. He is 
interested in international affairs and conflicts and nego-
tiation. During the first several weeks of the semester, 
Roundtable participants will decide what topics they will 
cover for the rest of the semester. Joe is one of the found-
ing faculty members of the ILC and loves working with ILC 
students.

Current Affairs in the  
Middle East and Central Asia
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Uli Schamiloglu
Integrated Liberal Studies 198  
Section 11; Class 33575

The course will involve meeting bi-weekly 
to discuss recent and current articles in publications such 
as the New York Times (including the Sunday magazine 
section), the Economist, and similar publications as well 
as internet-based resources such as "Informed Comment" 
(www.juancole.com),  "Black Coffee" (http://www.qah-
wasada.com/), EurasiaNet (http://www.eurasianet.org/) 
and other resources. The course will include discussion of 
modern Islamic political movements. 

Joe Elder

Uli Schamiloglu

Rubén Medina

Prof. Madeline  
Wong, second 
from right, leads 
a discussion in 
the ILC
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with that program as their first 
priority. General ILC residents 
should pick from among the sev-
eral general ILC course section 
choices. 

The content of the ILC roundtable 
course section is determined by 
the faculty and students in the 
course in the fall, but generally 
focuses on global perspectives 
involving politics, culture, and 
current issues.  You can expect 

the course sections affiliated with 
a particular language to focus on 
topics/issues involving countries 
where that language is predomi-
nantly spoken. Course sections 
without a language affiliation are 
broader in nature, but tend to 
focus on areas that faculty have 
experience in, as detailed in the 
following course section descrip-
tions. Remember to register for 
one credit only!

General ILC Courses

International Learning Community Summer 2008

Jennifer Loewenstein
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International Learning Community

Live locally...think globally
Welcome to the University of Wisconsin–Madison and the Inter-
national Learning Community! We are excited to meet you and 
have you join our community of cross-cultural enthusiasts. Our 
goal is to provide encouragement and support so you can take 
advantage of UW–Madison’s wealth of resources. Together we 
will create a dynamic community full of intellectual vigor, activ-
ities and fun that has marked the ILC since its inception. With 
your enthusiasm and participation, the ILC will live up to its rep-
utation as one of the most intellectual and active communities 

in University Housing. 
You’ll hear more from 
us later in the summer, 
and we’re really looking 
forward to seeing you 
in August.

Congratulations and welcome!

Learn about different cultures and meet people from around the world
This past year, some of our residents came from Japan, Ecuador, England, Korea, Italy, Kuwait, Australia, 
Malaysia, Somalia, Hong Kong, and Sheboygan. The ILC is a place where residents from the U.S. and around 
the world can connect and share their ideas, cul-
tures, and experiences. 

Residents have participated in field trips to Chicago 
and Milwaukee to visit museums and festivals, facul-
ty-student dialogues, international dinners, celebra-
tions of international holidays such as Italian Carnival 
and the Day of the Dead, Halloween trick or treats 
for children from local international families, a series 
of social justice themed movies, explorations of reli-
gious celebrations such as Ramadan, Diwali and Pass-
over, Irish dance lessons, and so much more! Many of 
our special programs are conceived and organized by 
students...so if you have an idea for stuff you think 
would be valuable and fun to do, please don’t hold 
back.  Help make it happen!

What does the ILC offer you?

Sharing common interests and  
curiosity about cultures around the  
world helps bring people together.

Rubén Medina 
Faculty Director

 Christoph Weber
Program Coordinator

Nosce Mundus, Nosce Te Ipsum
Know the world, know thyself
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Residencia de Estudiantes  
Course
Conversations on Spanish Culture
Tuesdays, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Pablo Ancos
Integrated Liberal Studies 198
Section 2; Class 33566

In this course we will discuss key aspects  
of the culture of the Spanish-speaking world, both past and 
present. Specific topics of discussion will be negotiated 
during the first meeting. In subsequent meetings, students 
(either individually or in groups) will present a relevant 
topic of their choice. An in-depth discussion with partici-
pation of the whole group will follow.

Nihongo Hausu Course
Exploring Japanese Popular Culture
Thursdays, 5:00 - 5:50 pm,  
Charo D’Etcheverry
Integrated Liberal Studies 198,  
Section 10, Class 33574

Charo D’Etcheverry will lead the fall 
Japanese House course section. We will explore Japanese 
culture and civilization through a variety of methods, 
including classical Japanese literature, fiction, folktales 
and parody.

Language House  
Course Sections

Nordic House Course
Areas in Scadinavian Literature and Culture
Mondays, 4:00 – 5:15pm, Scott Mellor 
Integrated Liberal Studies 198
Section 9, Class 33573

This course, taught in three of the Nordic languages, will look 
at contemporary Nordic culture through literature and the 
Internet. 

Baytunaa House Course
Contemporary Issues in the Arab World
Mondays, 6:00 -7:00 pm, Dustin Cowell
Integrated Liberal Studies 198
Section 3, Class 33567

Conducting our sessions entirely in Arabic, we will dis-
cuss contemporary political and cultural issues appear-
ing in the Arabic media. Students will determine the topics of dis-
cussion, search for source articles and video clips from the internet  
focusing on these topics, and take turns leading informal group discussions. 

Stockwerk Deutsch Course
CSI: Deutschland
Thursdays, 5:00 - 6:00 pm, Charles James
Integrated Liberal Studies 198,
Section 5, Class 33569

This semester we will be looking at a number of German tele-
vision detective series. We’ll definitely watch a few episodes 
of the longest-running “Krimi” in Europe, “Tatort” (= scene of the crime), which 
started in 1970, but we might also watch an episode or two of other series, 
like “Der Alte” or “Derrick.” While the CBS series “CSI” is popular in Germany 
dubbed into German, Germans are also loyal fans of their own “Krimis.” Come 
and help us solve the crime in Stockwerk Deutsch!

Piazza Italia Course
Italian Culture Today
Thursdays, 4:00 to 5:00 pm, Grazia Menechella
Integrated Liberal Studies 198
Section 7, Class 33571

Through a variety of media (films and news, especially, but 
also cultural, social and political events) we aim at discussing 
a few aspects of Italian life today.

Scott Mellor

Dustin Cowell

An ILC Index 2007-08
•	 Number of students in ILC: 133

•	 Number of professors teaching in ILC: 10

•	 Number of different home countries of  
ILC students: 20

•	 Percent of international students in ILC: 23%

•	 Number of special seminar course sections  
in ‘07-08: 20

•	 The ILC is co-sponsored by: 

	 the Division of University Housing,
	 the Division of International Studies, and 
	 the College of Letters and Science, includ-

ing the departments of German, Spanish and 
Portuguese, French and Italian, African Lan-
guages and Literature, Scandinavian Studies, 
and East Asian Languages and Literature

Pablo Ancos

Charles James
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